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ABSTRACT 
 
 
Writing is one of language skills that should be mastered by the students. In writing 
the text, writers can find the knowledge and get information from the text. The 
students’ ability of MA Islamiyah Cintamulya is still low especially in writing 
recount text. It can be seen from the students’ writing score in preliminary research. 
There were 56.98% of the students who got the score under 75 as the criteria of 
minimum mastery. To solve the problem, the researcher applied comic strips. The 
objective of this research is to know whether there is a significant influence of using 
comic strips towards students’ writing ability on recount text at the first semester of 
the tenth grade of MA Islamiyah Cintamulya in the academic year 2019/2020. 
 
The research methodology was quasi experimental design. In this research, the 
population was the tenth grade of MA Islamiyah Cintamulya. The samples of this 
research were two classes consisting of 33 students for experimental class and 32 
students for control class. In the experimental class, the researcher used comic strip 
and in the control class the teacher used short story. The treatments were held in 3 
meetings in which 2 x 45 minutes for each class. In collecting data, the researcher 
used instrument in the form of essay. The instrument was given in pre-test and post-
test. Before giving the treatment, the researcher gave pre-test for both classes. After 
conducting the treatments, the instrument was given in post-test. After giving pre-
test and post-test, the researcher analyzed the data using SPSS (Statistical Package 
for the Social Sciences) to compute independent sample t-test.  
 
From the data analysis, it was obtained that Sig = 1.53 and α = 0.05. It means that 
the Ha is accepted and there was significant influence of using comic strips toward 
students’ writing ability on recount text at the first semester of the tenth grade of 
MA Islamiyah Cintamulya in the academic year 2019/2020. 
 
Keywords: Recount Text, Comic Strips, Quasi Experimental Design, Students’ 
Writing Ability 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of the Research 
Considering that English plays a significant role in developing the 
quality of human resources, our government decides that English as the 
foreign language that must be mastered by the students starting from 
earlier school. Harmer stated that English is a lingua franca. He gives more 
explanation that is a language widely for communication between people 
who do not share the same first (or even second) language.
1
 It means that 
English is one of international language that related between English and 
non-English speaking countries. 
According to Harmer, the skills in English is divided into two 
types, receptive skills are terms use for reading and listening, while, 
productive skill are terms for speaking and writing.
2
 Hence, to master 
English, there are four skills that should be develop, they are listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. 
Among the other skills, writing is the most complex skill to be 
learnt. Raimes stated that writing is a skill in which we express ideas, 
feelings, and thought that are arranged in words, sentences and paragraph 
by using eyes, brain, and hand.
3
 Consequently, writing is a way to convey 
someone’s ideas, feelings, and thoughts. Someone will use her/his brain to 
                                                             
1
 Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching (4
th
 Ed), 
(Edinburgh Gate: Pearson Education Limited, 2007), p.1 
2
Ibid., p.265. 
3
 Ann Raimes, Technique in Teaching Writing (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
1983), p.3 
2 
 
produce idea, hand to write and eyes to look at the result of writing. In 
other hand writing is very important to teach because when the students 
learn about writing they can know how to convey ideas and thought in 
written form to the reader clearly. 
For the learners, writing is the most difficult skill to learn and to be 
master because writing is an activity which cannot be separated from 
process and product. In writing, the learners are encourage to finds ideas, 
express their feelings, and put them all into writing as a product. Brown 
stated that the process of writing consist of different set of competencies, 
such as the result of thinking, drafting and revising procedures that the 
writer cannot develop their skill naturally.
4
 Hence, in making good writing 
the students must follows some steps in process of writing. 
Richards and Renandya defined that there is no doubt that writing 
is the most difficult skill for learners to be mastered. The difficulty lies not 
only in generating and organizing ideas, but also in translating these ideas 
into readable texts.
5
 In making writing product the students need more 
effort to do writing process, because they were encourage to create some 
ideas in writing form. Either, the meaning in their writing should be 
understood by the reader. 
Based on preliminary research that was done in MA Islamiyah 
Cintamulya, the students got difficulties in learning writing skill. Based on 
                                                             
4
 H. Douglas Brown, Teaching by Principles: An Interactive Approach to 
Language Pedagogy (4
th
 Ed), (California: Pearson Education 2000), p.335 
5
 Jack C. Richards and Willy A. Renandya, Methodology in Language Teaching: 
An Anthology of Currents Practice, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002), 
p.303 
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questionnaire that was given to the students the researcher found that the 
students still had problems in learning English especially in writing 
recount text. They faced difficulty in putting the ideas accordance with 
generic structures of recount text, and they were lack of vocabulary and 
grammar. Another problem based on the preliminary research, they stated 
that they were less interesting to the teacher’s way in teaching their 
writing. The teacher used short story as a media of teaching writing on 
recount text. So, they were unmotivated to develop their writing.
6
 
Based on interviewed with the English teacher at tenth grade of 
MAIslamiyah Cintamulya (Mrs. Nurmawati, S.Pd).She said that the 
students still had problems in learning English, especially writing. The 
principle problems that students faced were lack of vocabulary and 
grammar. They had problems in generating ideas. Moreover, they faced 
difficulties inputting their ideasaccordance with the generic structures of 
recount text. So, the students’ writing was not good enough.7 The teacher 
also showed the students’ score. The score were taken by the teacher in 
daily assessment of recount text. The teacher also said that there were 
many students who got low score. Some of them got score above 
Minimum Competence Criterion (MCC) and the others got score under 
Minimum Competence Criterion (MMC). The Minimum Competence 
Criterion (MMC) for tenth grade is 75. 
                                                             
6
 The Result of Questionnaires from the Students of Tenth Grade of MA 
Islamiyah Cintamulya, Tuesday 3
rd
 September 2019, Unpublished 
7
 Nurmawati, English Teacher, at MAI Cintamulya, on Tuesday, September 3
rd
, 
2019. An Interview, Unpublished. 
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Their writing ability can be seen in the table 1: 
Table 1 
Students’Score of Writing Ability at Tenth Grade of MAIslamiyah 
Cintamulya in the Academic Year 2019/2020 
 
No. Class Students’ score Number of 
students 
˂75 ≥75 
1. X MIA 1 18 15 33 
2. X MIA 2 20 12 32 
3. X IIS1 15 13 28 
Total 53 40 93 
Percentages  56,98% 43,01% 100% 
Source: the score from English teacher of MAIslamiyah Cintamulya  
 
From the data above, it could be seen that from 93 students’ of 
tenth grade of MAIslamiyah Cintamulya there were 53 students (56.98%) 
got score under 75. Because the Minimum Competence Criterion (MCC) 
score of English subject at the school is 75, so it indicated that most 
students still faced difficulties in writing. 
From the score of the students above, it can be seen that still many 
students got score under the Minimum Competence Criterion (MCC). It 
indicated that the media that used by the teacher was inappropriate to 
teaching writing especially on recount text. The teacher used short story to 
teaching writing recount text. Whereas, interesting media was very 
important to teaching writing to attract the student more creative and 
active in learning. So, it could improve their ability. 
5 
 
Additionally, based on the explanation above, some problems 
occurred in writing recount text, one of them was generating ideas. 
Generating ideas was basic in writing. Besides, the students could not 
develop their ideas in their writing. On the other hands, the students had 
problems in generating ideas because they had not a stimulus to begin 
writing. Therefore, generating ideas was basis to develop their writing. 
Meanwhile, the next problem was the students felt difficulties in 
putting their ideas accordance with the grammar. Writing as one of skills 
in English learning, the students should have a good way in writing 
English especially recount text. The use of grammar in recount text was 
past participle. Besides, most of the students did not know the past 
participle of the words they did in their writing. The students did some 
mistakes in putting their ideas because they were confused in using past 
participle in their written. This problem made the students cannot develop 
their writing. As a result, the students got difficult of using past participle 
in putting their ideas.  
Additionally, the students had problems to translate vocabularies. 
Furthermore, vocabulary guided the students to write creatively. It 
meantthat more vocabularies they had more word they produced. Besides, 
the students faced some issues in vocabulary. They ownedproblems to 
translate vocabularies, so they could not writecreatively and properly as 
they couldwritewell. On the other hands, grammarmade the students got 
difficult in writing. The core of writing was the students had a good ability 
6 
 
in writing skill. Grammar is determined as an important thing in writing. 
Besides, better grammar the students had, better written they produced. 
Finally, grammar and vocabulary was the important thing in writing.  
According to the problems occurred, in order to guide the students 
to be better in writing ability especially in writing recount text was by 
giving an appropriate media in teaching writing. The use of media gave a 
great effect to influence students’writing ability. Harmer defined that 
various interesting media must be applied to encourage students because 
one of the greatest effects of successful learning is student’s boredom.8 
The students’ problems occurred because the teacher did not use an 
appropriate media to teaching writing recount text, so students could not 
develop their ideas in writing. The appropriate media was very influence 
the students’ ability. The media used by the teacher had not good effect to 
generate their idea in writing especially on recount text. 
Furthermore, one of media that could be applied in teaching 
writing recount text was comic strips.It was considered as an interesting 
teaching media. Sabay argued that comics are usually funny; therefore, 
applying them to methodological purpose will have the same effect as 
using games in teaching English it brings a cheerful atmosphere into the 
class.
9Student’s boredom will be vanishing if the teachers employ an 
interesting media in teaching writing. If the students were attracted to the 
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lesson, then the teaching learning activity would go smoothly and the 
students would understand the lesson. 
Practically, comic strips help the teacher in achieving the learning 
objectives. Attractive graphical visualization, short dialogues, simple and 
easy to understand making everyone from different ages like reading 
comics.
10
 Comic strips have interesting design so that make the student 
like this media. Use attractive picture and interesting short text make the 
students more fun and enjoy it.  
Furthermore, comic strips shown a visual media that can stimulate 
the students’ sense to process information presented through setting and 
story situation. In addition, it stimulates the students in writing ability on 
recount text because comic strip was effective to attract the students in 
writing. The students more paid attention to the lesson because the media 
that used by the researcher was more interesting. The students can 
understand the lesson by the media through the picture and series of 
conversation on it. The sequence of the event in the comic strips also 
helped the students comprehend the generic structures, language features, 
and contents. 
Based on preliminary research, teacher used media short story to 
teach writing. The media that was used by the teacher had not great effect 
to the students writing ability, short story less of interesting media to 
attract students. It can be proven by the score of the students, there were 
                                                             
10
 Atik Rokhayani, Aisyah Ririn Perwikasih Utari, “The Use of Comic Strips as 
an English Teaching Media for Junior High School Students”. Language Circle Journal 
of Language and Literature Vol.8 No.2 (April 2014), p.148 
8 
 
56.98% students got score under Minimum Competence Criterion (MCC). 
The weakness of using short story as a media to teach writing recount text 
was difficult especially for struggling readers since it was actually 
intended for the students in native language country.
11
 
Based on the explanation above, writing as one of language 
production, it is one of complicated skill to be learnt. Writing proficiency 
can be earned by mastering grammar and vocabulary. Then, generating 
ideas and putting ideas was the main point in writing.  In other hand, based 
on the preliminary research at the tenth grade of MA Islamiyah 
Cintamulya, most of the students lack of them, so they got problem in 
writing English especially in recount text. Furthermore, to solve these 
problems was by providing an interesting media towards their writing. 
Comic strips attract the students to be better in writing because it 
shows a visual media by providing an interesting picture and layout that 
can stimulate the students’ creativity in writing recount text. Therefore, the 
research was conducted to know the influence of using comic strips 
towards students’ writing ability on recount text at the first semester of the 
tenth grade of MA Islamiyah Cintamulya.  
There were some previous researches related to comic strips. The 
first previous research was about comic strips that done by Nugroho, The 
Effectiveness of Teaching Reading Using Comic Strips to Facilitate 
Students’ Reading Comprehension on Narrative Text(English Education 
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Department Islamic Education and Teacher Training Faculty the State 
Islamic Institute of Surakarta 2017).
12
It can be concluded that comic strips 
can be applied to facilitated students in teaching reading comprehension. 
The second previous research was about comic strips that done by 
Widiseta, The Effectiveness of Using Comic Strips in Improving the 
Students’ Writing Skills in The Eighth Grade Of SMPN 2 Temon in the 
Academic Year 2012/2013.
13
 From previous research above, it can be seen 
that comic strips is effectives to improve students’ writing skills. 
Thethird previous research was about comic strips that done by 
Eliya, ImprovingStudents’SkillsofWriting Short Version ofNarrative Text 
by Using Comic Strips for The Eleventh Grade ofScience Class of MAN 
Yogyakarta II in the Academic Year 2012/2013.
14
 From this previous 
research, it can be concluded that improving writing skill can be used 
comic strips. 
Based on the background of the problem above it can be assumed 
that teaching writing can be conducted by using comic strips. Therefore, 
the researcher was conducted a research entitled “The Influence of Using 
Comic Strips towards Students’Writing Ability on Recount Text” at the 
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First Semester of the Tenth Grade of MAIslamiyah Cintamulya in the 
Academic Year 2019/2020. 
 
B. Identification of the Research 
  Based on the background above,itidentified some problems as 
follows: 
1. Students had problem in generating ideas 
2. Students had difficulties in putting ideas accordance with the grammar 
of recount text. 
3. The students were lack of vocabulary and grammar. 
 
C. Limitation of the Research 
According to the previous explanation above, itlimited the problem 
on the teaching writing ability on recount by using comic strips at the first 
semester of the tenth grade of MAIslamiyah Cintamulya in the academic 
year 2019/2020. 
D. Formulation of the Research 
Based on the limitation of the research above, it formulated the 
problems in this research as follow: Is there a significant influence of 
using comic strips towards students’ writing ability on recount text at the 
first semester of tenth grade of MAIslamiyah Cintamulya in the academic 
year 2019/2020? 
 
 
 
11 
 
E. Objective of the Research 
Related to the problem formulation, the objective of the research 
was to find out whether there was a significant influence of using comic 
strips towards students’ writing ability on recount text at the first semester 
of the tenth grade of MA Islamiyah Cintamulya in the academic year 
2019/2020 
 
F. Scope of the Research 
1. Subject of the Research 
 The subject of the research was students at the first semester of the 
tenth grade of MAIslamiyah Cintamulya in the academic year 
2019/2020. 
2. Object of the Research 
   Object of the research was used of comic strips and students’ 
writing ability. 
 
3. Time of the Research 
    The research was conducted at the first semester in the academic 
year 2019/2020. 
4. Place of the Research 
     The research was conducted at MAIslamiyah Cintamulya. 
10 
 
CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE OF RELATED REVIEW 
 
A. Concept of Teaching English as Foreign language 
In Indonesia, English is foreign language that must be taught starting 
from Elementary School up to University. As one of important subject, 
English must be taught well so the students can master it. Praveen stated 
that, English  is  the  language  of  the  world  and  the knowledge of  the  
language makes  a person,  a  citizen of the world.1 Learning English as 
foreign language is very important to learner because English is an 
International language. International English is the concept of the English 
language as a global means of communication. 
Learning English as a foreign language was not difficult if the 
students did a lot of practiced and exposed to situation that contain English 
element in it. The students should practiced their English regularly both 
inside the class and outside the class. Language is a set of rules by human as 
a tool of communication.
2
 This statement also supported by Brown, he 
stated that there are eight definitions about language, one of them is 
language is use for communication.
3
 It means that language can be used to 
communicate or express feeling, knowledge, and thoughts, or idea to 
another people. 
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According to Brown, teaching is showing or helping someone to 
learn how to do something, giving instruction, guiding in the study of 
something, providing with knowledge, causing to know or understand.
4
 In 
short, that language teaching was the process of helping students to learn 
how to acquire the language that they want to learn. 
One of significant factor that influence most of the success in 
teaching and learning were the teachers. Teachers have to be able to guided 
the students to understanding of the lesson. The students studied easily if the 
teachers attractive and creative in teaching learning. As Harmer stated in his 
book, one of main task for teacher is to provoke interest and involvement in 
the subject, even when the students are not initially interest in it.5 It is clear 
that teachers also have great effects in the process of learning.  
Based on definition above, teaching English as foreign language is a 
process of helping someone to learn English which is either the language 
that the used as a mother tongue, or the foreign language which the used in 
their daily life for communication that influenced by ideas of the nature of 
English and the learning condition. In teaching English the teacher should 
prepared the material instruction, strategy, and media to support teaching 
and learning process. To make that happen, beside the teacher, the students 
also should actively involved in the teaching learning process and do a lot of 
practices. 
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B. Concept of Writing 
1. Definition of Writing 
Writing as a way of expressing thoughts in order to make the readers 
understand the massage or information the writers convey in written 
form. According to Nunan, writing is an intellectual activity of finding 
the ideas and thinking about the way to express and arrange them into a 
statement and paragraph that is clear to be understood by the people.
6
 
Besides that, Ghaith stated that writing is a complex process that allows 
writers to explore thoughts and ideas, and make them visible and 
concrete.
7
 It means that writing is one of language skill to express ideas, 
thoughts, feelings or thinking in written form which can be a tool to 
communicate with other people in written form. 
Harmer said that, “writing (as one of the four skills of listening, 
speaking, reading and writing) has always formed part of the syllabus 
and teaching English”.8 So we can said that writing is one of the 
language skill which taking important role in learning English and also 
becoming one skill that used to measure students’ achievements of 
English in the school. 
Richard and Renandya pointed that writing is the most difficult skill 
for second language learners to be mastered. The difficulty lies not only 
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in generating and organizing idea, but also in translating these ideas.
9
 It 
means that writing was considered as difficult skill among the other 
skills in English. 
In summary, writing is important, difficult and complex skill in 
English. Writing was difficult because it needed to explore the writer 
ideas, feeling and thought.  
2. The Purpose of Writing 
Penny Ur showed, “the purpose of writing, in principle, is the 
expression of ideas, the conveying of messages to the reader. So the 
ideas themselves should arguably be seen as the most important aspect 
in the writing.
10
 It means that writing was not only put the pen on the 
paper but writing has purpose here. The writers needed to consider the 
purpose of writing because it affected many aspects of writing which 
were types of text students were going to write, the language they used 
and the information they are going to serve. 
Miller said some purposes of writing which are writing to inform, to 
explain, to persuade, to amuse and to inspire the others.
11
 
a. Writing to inform 
In writing, it will intend simply to inform the reader about an 
issue. To inform also means convey necessary information about an 
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issue to the readers and usually this is also means telling the readers 
what the facts are or what happened.
12
 
b. Writing to explain 
Writing to explain means to make something unclear and 
make it clear. 
c. Writing to persuade 
It can be assumed that writing to persuade others has an aim 
which is the need to change someone’s mind. For example you will 
use persuasion to get someone to do something you want for 
yourself, to get benefit for others, or to solve the problems. So it can 
be said that persuasion is very important things in human being’s 
life. 
d. Writing to inspire the others 
Writing to inspire the other means being able to enhance the 
human spirit by reminding people of what is most important in life it 
is possible to achieve. Fulfilling this motive of writing involves 
drawing on widely held values and evoking feelings that need to be 
reinforced.
13
 
e. Writing to amuse 
Writing to amuse gives opportunity to bring pleasure to the 
others. Seize the opportunity and make the most of it. When write to 
amuse, your primary object is to make readers enjoy themselves. 
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You can be funny, but you should also be good humored. This means 
having sympathy for human frailty rather than a contempt for anyone 
or anything that seems different from what you are accustomed to.
14
 
Based on the statement above, it can be concludes that 
writing had purpose that was the writer want to conveyed to the 
readers. Miller had the opinion that purpose of writing was including 
to understand experience, to inform, to explain, to persuade, to 
inspire others and to amuse the readers. 
3. Types of Writing 
Types of writing activities to perform writing should be based on 
students’ level and capacity. According to Brown, there are five major 
categories of classroom writing performance: 
a. Imitative, or writing down 
This type is at the beginning level of learning to write. 
Students will simply write down English letter, words, and possibly 
sentences in order to learn the conventions of the orthographic code. 
b. Intensive, or controlled 
This intensive writing typically appears in controlled, written 
grammar exercise. This type of writing does not allow much 
creativity on the part of writer. A controlled writing is to presents in 
which the students have to alter given structure throughout. 
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c. Self-writing 
The most salient instance of this category in classroom is 
note-taking by the students. Diary or journal writing also falls into 
this category. 
d. Display writing 
For all language students, short answer exercise, essay 
examinations and research reports will involve an element of display. 
One of the academic skills that students need to master is a whole 
array of display writing techniques. 
e. Real writing 
Some classroom writing aims at the genuine communication 
of messages to audiences in need of those messages.
15
 
From theories above, writing skill should be constructed. 
Those types of writing activities that will be applied in teaching 
writing are based on the students’ level and capacity. Also the 
writing practices, including writing paragraphs or simple essays 
should be based on the standards of competence and the basic 
competencies. Those efforts above should be done well to improve 
the students’ writing skill. 
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C. Concept of Process Writing 
In doing writing ability, it needs some processes of writing activity 
are particularly long and progressive.
16
 It means that writing activity took a 
long time and did not stop at one step. It must pass several steps to created 
written book. Therefore writing was not instant activity, but it needed some 
processes that must be done by the writer. 
Harmer stated that there were some processes of writing, they were: 
a. Planning  
Experience writers plan what they are going to write. Before starting 
to write of or type, they try and decide what it is they are going to say. 
For some writers this may involve making detail notes. 
b. Drafting 
We can refer to the first version of a piece o writing as a draft. As the 
writing process into editing, a number of drafts may be produce on the 
way the final version. 
c. Editing (reflecting and revising) 
Once writer has produce a draft they then, usually read through what 
they have written to see where it works and where it doesn’t works. 
Perhaps the way something is written is ambiguous confusing. They may 
then move paragraphs around or write a new introduction. They may use 
different form of words for a particular sentence. 
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d. Final Version 
Once, writers have edited their draft, making the changes they 
consider to be necessary, they produce their final version.
17
 
Based on the explanation, the research concludes that there are many 
steps related in process of writing, so it is never enough in one step action 
make a good written text. 
 
D. Concept of Teaching Writing 
Writing is one of language skill in communication. Teaching writing 
to students is important as the other language skills. As Harmer defined, 
writing as the basic language skill that must be taught.
18
 Consequently, 
teaching writing is essential skill taught in the school. The teacher must be 
balanced on the product or on the process of writing in teaching writing. 
Brown said that in the process teaching of writing, the teacher must be 
balance between writing process and writing product. Writing process did 
most of the following: 
a. Focus on the process of writing that leads to the final written 
product; 
b. Help students to understand their own composing process; 
c. Help them to build repertoires of strategies for prewriting, 
drafting, and rewriting; 
d. Give students time to write and rewrite; 
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e. Place central importance on the process of revision; 
f. Let students discover what they want to say as they write; 
g. Give the students feedback through the composing process (not 
just on the final product) as they attempt to bring their expression 
closer and closer to intention; 
h. Encourage feedback from both the instructor and peers; 
i. Include individual conferences between teacher and students 
during the process to create their product in written work. In this 
case the teacher will lead them to organize their idea by several 
stages.
19
 
 
E. Concept of Writing Ability 
Writing was described as difficult skill because there were some 
aspects included in written work. In writing the writer not only focused in 
expressing idea but also the writer must had understanding in language 
aspects. Raimes stated that writing also reinforces the grammatical 
structures, idiom and vocabulary.
20
 Thus, writing is the ability to express 
idea that writer will use knowledge of grammatical structures and 
vocabulary to express the idea in written form. 
Writing was not short activity. It needed some process to created 
written work. Yi said that writing ability as the ability to initiate and 
involved ideas then used certain revising and editing practices to develop 
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them maturity in a given context.
21
 In conclusion, writing was a process in 
which the students were encouraged to have ability for initiating and 
involving their ideas then revised and edit their written work. 
From those theories it can be concluded that the students should pay 
attention on their writing ability if they want to produce good written work. 
To know students’ writing ability, the teacher should make a decision what 
kind of aspect or indicator that used to measured and evaluated students’ 
writing ability. In this case, the researcher prefers to used Tribble scale 
assessment. There are five aspects to measure writing proposed by Tribble 
as follows: 
a. Content 
Content is about the ideas that is used by the students to 
elaborate the topic. This aspect consider whether the ideas is relevant 
to the topic or not, whether the ideas is detail or not, and whether the 
students use much varieties of ideas or not. 
b. Organization 
This aspect considers how students organize their ideas. It is 
related to coherence and cohesion. 
c. Vocabulary  
This aspect is related to how the students choose the 
word/idiom and whether the students use many vocabularies or not. 
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d. Language 
This aspect considers about grammar and structure such as 
agreement, tense, number, word order, article, pronouns and 
proposition. 
e. Mechanics 
This aspect is related to use spelling, punctuation, 
capitalization, and layout.
22
 
 
F. Concept of Text 
1. Definition of Text 
Text is a unit which has the meaning in the context. Hartono showed, 
text is a unit of meaning which is coherent and appropriate for its 
context.
23
 It means text is human readable sequence of characters and the 
words they form that can be encoded into computer readable formats. 
In other words, the text has the meaningful in linguistic. Based 
on Siahaan, text is meaningful linguistics unit in a context. A text of 
language is unique. Some languages may have some similarities in a text 
and they also have some differences.
24
 Text can be concluded that it has 
the meaningful in linguistic and the unique language. Furthermore, 
Derewianka says: 
“Text is any meaningful stretch of language oral or written. Every 
text is not same. Text is structured in different ways to achieve their 
purpose. The purpose or genre of a text is partly determined by the 
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culture in which the text is used, since different culture achieves their 
purpose through language in different way. But, text differs not only 
in terms of their purpose (genre) but also differs according to 
particular situation in which they are being used”.25 
 
   Based on explanation above, the researcher concludes that 
the text is a unit meaningful linguistic which coherent and appropriate 
in a context, in addition, text is a meaningful in linguistic. It can be 
word or a phrase or a sentence or a discourse. 
2. Types of Text 
Texts are divided into several types, they are: narrative, recount, 
descriptive, report, explanation, analytical exposition, hortatory, 
exposition, procedure, discussion, review, anecdote, spoof, and news 
item, these variation are known as a genre.
26
 
1) Narrative text 
Narrative text is a text to amuse or entertain the readers and 
to tell a story and always use simple past tense. The generic 
structures of narrative text are: orientation, complication, resolution 
and reorientation. 
2) Recount text 
Recount text is a text to retell something that happened in the 
past and to tell a series of past event. The generic structures of 
recount text are: orientation, event and reorientation. 
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3) Descriptive text 
Descriptive text is a text to describe a particular person, place 
or thing in detail. The generic structures of descriptive text are: 
identification, description. 
4) Report text 
Report text is a text to present information about something, 
as it is. The generic structures of report text are: classification, 
description. 
5) Explanation text 
Explanation text is a text to explain the processes involved in 
the information or working of natural or socio cultural phenomena. 
The generic structures of explanation text are: general statement, 
explanation and closing. 
6) Analytical exposition text 
Analytical exposition text is a text to reveal the readers that 
something is the important case. The generic structures of analytical 
exposition are: thesis, argument, reiteration, or conclusion. 
7) Hortatory exposition text 
Hortatory exposition is a text to persuade the readers that 
something should or should not be the case or be done. The generic 
structures of hortatory exposition text are: thesis, argument, and 
recommendation. 
 
24 
 
8) Procedure text 
Procedure text is a text to help readers how to do or make 
something completely. The generic structures of the procedure text 
are: goal/aim, materials/equipments, and steps/methods. 
9) Discussion text 
Discussion text is a text to present information and options 
about issues in more one side of an issue (For/Pros and 
Against/Cons). The generic structures of discussion text are: issue, 
argument for and against, conclusion. 
10) Review text 
Review text is a text to critique or evaluate an art work or 
event for a public audience. The dominant generic structures of 
review text are: orientation, evaluation, interpretative recount, 
evaluation summation. 
11) Anecdote text 
Anecdote text is s text to share with others an account of an 
unusual or amusing incident. The generic structures of anecdote text 
are: abstract, orientation, crisis, reaction, and coda. 
12) Spoof text 
Spoof text is a text to tell an event with humorous twist and 
entertain the readers. The generic structures of spoof text are: 
event(s), twist. 
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13) News item text 
News item text is a text to inform the reader about event of 
the days which are considered newsworthy or important. The 
dominant generic structures of news item text are: news worthy 
event(s), background event(s), and sources. 
Based on the explanation above, the researcher concludes 
that text is unit of meaning and text is meaningful of linguistic. A 
linguistic unit is a phoneme or a morpheme or a clause, or a sentence 
or a discourse. Texts are divided into several types, they are: 
narrative, recount, descriptive, report, explanation, analytical 
exposition, hortatory, exposition, procedure, discussion, review, 
anecdote, spoof, and news item. 
 
3. Concept of Recount Text 
Recount text had been taught in junior high school but it is crucial 
considered to teach it in senior high school, as students can have more 
understanding about recount text that is more complex and applicable.  
There were some definitions of recount text. Nafisah and Kurniawan 
as cited in Nurohmah’s defined that students need to retell the whole 
events or experience sequentially which they have ever had in their past; 
what they told is recount text.
27
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Anderson and Anderson also defined that when we tell to other 
people about something that happened or what we did in our life, it calls 
a recount text. Recount text is a piece of text which describes past events 
chronologically; it is usually order they occurred.
28
 
However, Knapp and Watkins wrote that recount text called 
narrating or narrative because it is a genre that students pick up and write 
their story naturally. They also said that recount text formally is 
sequential text that does little more than sequence a series of events. It 
means that when people tell a story, they not only write series of events 
but also they write the characters set up in particular time and place.
29
 
In another notion, Saragih, Silalahi, and Pardede argued that 
recount text tells about events series and evaluate their meaning in some 
way. The recount story has feeling expression that usually made by 
writer about the events series.
30
 
From some definitions above, we can conclude that recount text 
is a text which retell and showed past activities in chronological order 
including the characters, time, and place. Recount text not only retell a 
series of events but also recheck their significance. The narrator retells a 
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story based on what they feel; he or she expresses his or her feeling or 
ideas into written form. 
 
a. The Purpose of Recount Text 
Based on Soeprapto and Darwis, the purpose of recount text is either 
to inform or to entertain audiences or readers by telling again people’ 
past experience that occurred.
31
 It means that when people write a 
recount text, they intend to tell readers about their sequencing past story. 
They, themselves, has a goal in writing the text such as giving 
information and knowledge to the readers and that is novel information 
and ideas for them; or entertaining the readers in order to make them 
glad and smiled while reading the written story. 
Also, recount text is not only entertains but also informs the 
readers about events that occurred in the past time. It is same as narrative 
text that talks about events or activities, but recount does not provide 
conflict of a story.
32
 
However, Hayland showed that the purpose of recount text is to 
rebuild past events by retelling the events in original sequences.
33
 It 
means that when people write a recount text, they reconstruct and retell 
their past experiences originally. What they write is real and not fiction 
story; it is based on what they had done in the past time. 
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Likewise, Sudarwati and Grace described the purpose of recount 
text is to retell the audiences what happened in the past experience by 
writing events sequentially.
34
 In short, in recount text, students needed 
to re-explain the audiences or readers what they have experienced in 
their past story and they tell it chronologically. 
From those definitions above, it can be concluded that the 
purpose of recount text is informing and entertaining readers by retelling 
original past experience sequentially. 
However, Risma pointed that there are three points in generic 
structure of recount text, they are:
35
 
a. Orientation 
Orientation is in the first of the text. It consists of background 
information in order to make the audience understand the text. It then 
provides the details of settings and participants; it shows where the 
place is, when the time happened, and how many people that 
involved. 
b. series of event 
Series of event retells what was occurred. Those events are 
ordered in sequential chronologies; the stories or events are told 
based on their sequence. 
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c. Reorientation 
Reorientation is in the end of the text. It summarized the 
events and concluded the whole events. It means that it was the final 
paragraph which tells the ending and conclusion of the given story. 
 
b. The example of recount text 
Example of its generic structure in recount text as follows: 
Orientation  
Last week I went to the beach to spend my holiday. 
Events 
I planned to make the sand castle. I was using the bucket, but I 
couldn’t find the shovel. I found the shovel. Then I started to build 
some sand creatures. I didn’t finish playing with sand after my friend 
Jimmy asked me to play volleyball. I saw the sunset, Subhanallah it 
was beautiful scene. It was night and I had to go back home. It was 
wonderful holiday ever. I came back from the beach to my 
hometown to start my daily activity. 
Re-orientation 
Finally, I could lay on the bed to sleep along this day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
30 
 
The example of recount text in comic strips  
 
Source: www.bitstips.com 
 
 
G. Concept of Media 
The word media is derived from the Latin medium which means “a 
means or instrumentality for storing or communicating information”.36 It is a 
substance or a channel through which effects or information can be carried 
or transmitted.
37
 Waheed stated that a medium is something we use when we 
want to communicate with people indirectly-rather than in person or by 
face-to-face contact.
38
 The word “media” is just the plural of “medium”. 
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Media education is about developing young people’s critical and 
creative abilities.
39
 Using media to teaching and learning process can made 
the students more enjoy the lesson, media usually interest the students. 
It can be concluded that media is a mean or instrumentality for 
storing or communicating information, media also something we used when 
we want to communicated with people indirectly-rather than in person or by 
face-to-face contact. 
 
H. Concept of Comic Strips 
a. Definition of Comic Strips 
McCloud defined comic strips is a medium to represent a person, 
place, thing, or idea through images that are often combined with words or 
other visual information.
40
 
A comic strip is a cartoon or a well arranged picture that tells a 
story.
41
 Pictures are identical to fun, interest and concrete things. It can 
attract the students when read it. Beside that comic strips also had 
interesting story setting and it can make the students curious with the plot of 
the story. 
Comic strip is a combination of cartoon with a story line, laying out 
in a series of pictorial panel across a page and concerning a continuous 
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characters or set of characters.
42
 Having an interesting display, comic strips 
can motivate the students to teaching and learning using comic strips. Comic 
strips also have the attractive story line to make the students interest to 
always read it. 
Comic strip is a colorful illustration and, the story and the realistic as 
well as interesting characters.
43
 With a colorful display and attractive story 
line, the students easier to understand the plot of the story, and the 
conversation in comic strips using balloons conversation it makes the 
students easier to understand. 
From definition above, comic strip was a sequence of picture that 
usually funny. There were dialogues in comic strip that convey the story. In 
teaching English through comic strip, the students were expected to be more 
interested in English learning activity. 
 
b. Procedure of Using Comic Strips in Writing 
Based on Derrick et.al, there were some ways in using comic in 
writing, those were:
44
 
1. Understanding visual symbols. 
2. Reading order in comics. 
3. Comic jigsaw. 
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4. Understanding the text. 
c. Advantages and Disadvantages of Comic Strips 
a) Advantages of Comic Strips 
Yang in Yusda and Rasuna divided there were five strengths of 
comic strips:
 45
 
1. Comic strip is an educational tool in motivating students. 
2. Comic strip is as visual medium. 
3. Comic strips can be said as a permanent media in learning. 
4. Comic strip can be said as an intermediate step to difficult 
disciplines and concepts. 
5. Teacher can introduce popular culture into their classroom easily 
and effectively through comic strips. 
b) Disadvantages of Comic Strips 
Many advantages of comic strips, but beside that there were 
some disadvantages of comic strips, they were: 
1) Not easy to find appropriate comic strips. 
2) Limited range of facial expression. 
3) Need more time to search or to make it. 
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I. Demonstration Method 
a. Definition of Demonstration Method 
Demonstration means an act of showing something by proof or 
evidence. From definition it can be seen that the purpose is to show and 
to explain how something works or is accomplished. So that the 
audiences get the message clearly since they listen, know, and see the 
steps of how something is done. 
Burton, et.al argued the demonstration method, when properly 
selected and used, it is very effective. It is not universal method, 
however demonstration are most likely to be successful in teaching 
operative skills, in developing understandings, in show how to carry out 
new practice and in securing the acceptance of new and improved way to 
doing things.
46
 
Demonstration method develops students’ understanding or makes 
them easier to understand how something is done. So students find it 
easy to write what they have seen, listened, and practiced. 
  
b. Procedure of Writing Demonstration Method 
The following are the procedures of applying the demonstration 
method in teaching writing:
47
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1. Planning and preparation 
The teacher plans the steps in the demonstrational process, 
including the things that should be done and the key points to be 
emphasize with each step. And also prepare apparatus required for the 
experiment. 
2. Introducing of the lesson 
The teacher explains the goal of the learning, so that the students 
know what they will do. 
3. Performance 
In performance, the teacher has to focus on the students whether 
they can view the object of what the teacher performed. Then, the 
teacher demonstrates each step carefully and adds demonstration with 
illustration and explanation. 
4. Supervision 
The teacher asks students to write recount text with the previous 
performance, the generic structure, language features and all steps 
demonstrated by the teacher. 
 
c. The Strengths of Demonstration Method 
Barton, et.al., divided there are seven strengths of demonstration 
method:
48
 
 
                                                             
48
 Morgan, Barton, et.al., Method in Adult Education (3
rd
 Ed), (Danville: The 
Interstate Printers & Publisher, Inc. 1976), p.157 
36 
 
1. Demonstrations attract and hold attention; they are interesting. 
2. Demonstration present subject matter in a way that can be 
understood easily. 
3. They convince those who might otherwise doubt that a thing 
could be done, or that they themselves could do it. 
4. The demonstration method is objective and concrete. 
5. Demonstrations permit the teaching of theory along with 
practice. 
6. Demonstrations yield a high rate of “take” to “exposure”. 
7. They aid in developing local leadership. 
 
J. Procedure of Teaching Writing Recount Text by using Demonstration 
Method with Comic Strips 
Based on procedure of comic strips and demonstration method 
above, it can be construct the procedure of both to teaching writing 
particularly recount text, they are: 
1. Planning and preparation 
The teacher plans the steps in the demonstrational process, 
including the things that should be done and the key points to be 
emphasize with each step. 
2. Introducing of the lesson 
The teacher explains the lesson and media, then the students 
try to comprehend the visual symbols of the comic strips, so that 
the students know what they done.  
37 
 
3.  Performance 
In performance, the teacher shows comic strips to the 
students in some ways.  
a. Understanding visual symbols 
The students understand the visual symbol of comic strips 
that is viewed by the teacher as the object of what the teacher 
performed.  
b. Reading order in comics  
The teacher asks the students to read all of the sequences of 
the comic 
c. Comic jigsaw 
The students comprehend the pattern of the comic 
d. Understanding the text  
The students understand all of the text in comic strips 
4. Supervision 
The teacher asks students to create the recount text with the 
previous performance, the generic structure, language features 
and all steps demonstrated by the teacher. 
The procedures of teaching writing recount text by using comic 
strips with demonstration method above was combined by Derrick and 
Barton theory. The researcher elaborated the both of theory to make the 
good procedures of teaching writing by using comic strips with 
demonstration method. 
38 
 
K. Concept of Short Story 
a. Definition of Short Story 
One of literatures is short story. Lazar argued that short story is a 
work of fiction. It is media to tell one event in every concentrated way. 
Describes something at moment of crisis, introduces people who are told 
to not really exist, have plot and characters whose were somehow 
connected with each other.
49
 
Baldick defined that a short story is a brief work of prose fiction, and 
most of the terms for analyzing the component elements, the types, and 
the native techniques of the novel are applicable to the short story paper 
as well.
50
 
Based on the definition above, it can be concluded that short story 
paper is defined as fictional narrative in prose that can be read in short 
time, beside that short story paper is a brief work of prose fiction, and 
most of the terms for analyzing the component elements. 
b. Procedure of Using Short Story in Writing 
Based on Ghasemi, there were some stages in using short story 
writing, those were:
51
 
1. Understanding the text of the short story 
2. Reading sequence of the text. 
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3. Creating the short story. 
 
c. Advantages and Disadvantages of Short Story 
1. Advantages of Short Story 
There are several advantages of using short story, they are: 
1. Short story are considered as highly useful resource material in 
EFL, classroom as they provide rich linguistic input, effective 
stimulate for students to express themselves in other languages, 
and a potential source of learners motivation. 
2. Short story can be the alternative to teaching writing class as 
well as can supplement the main course materials for in the 
class and out of the class activities of foreign language 
teaching, learning and practice. 
3. Short story can more beneficial than any other international 
material, in stimulating the acquisition process. So, they should 
form and important place in the teaching material, selected by 
the EFL teachers to teach writing. 
  
2. Disadvantages of Short Story 
  Using short stories paper in terms of level of the text which is 
difficult especially for struggling readers since it is actually intended 
for the children in native language country. Nevertheless, it can be 
overcome by carefully selecting short stories and planning the 
40 
 
activity creatively to make the students have direct experience to the 
writing process.
52
 
 
L. Procedure of Teaching Writing Recount Text by using Demonstration 
Method with Short Story 
Based on procedure of short story and demonstration method above, 
it can be construct the procedure of both to teaching writing particularly 
recount text, they were: 
1. Planning and preparation 
The teacher plans the steps in the demonstrational process, 
and make sure the students understood the notion of the writer 
including the things that should be done and the key points to be 
emphasized with each step and also prepare apparatus required for 
the experiment. 
2. Introducing of the lesson 
The teacher explains the goal of the learning, so that the 
students know what they done and require them to prepare an outline 
of the text. 
3. Performance 
In performance, the teacher shows comic strips to the students in 
some ways. 
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a. Understanding the text 
Make sure the students understand the purpose text of the short 
story that is viewed by the teacher as the object of what the 
teacher performed. 
b. Reading sequence the text 
The teacher asks the students to read all the sequences of the 
short story. 
4. Supervision 
The teacher asked students to create and write recount text in 
based on their own experience such as the previous performance, the 
generic structure, language features and all steps demonstrated by the 
teacher. 
The procedures of teaching writing recount text by using short story 
with demonstration method above was combined by Ghasemi and Barton 
theory. The researcher elaborated the both of theory to make good 
procedures of teaching writing by using short story with demonstration 
method. 
 
M. Frame of Thinking 
In this case, this research was used comic strips using demonstration 
method in teaching writing recount text. Comic strip was one of media that 
can be used in English language teaching. The attractive and interesting 
comic is useful to helped students in build students motivation in learning. 
Comic strips have attractive and fun lay out it can help the student easier to 
42 
 
understand the lesson. In teaching English through comic strip, the students 
were expected to be more interested in English learning activity. Used of 
comic strips as a teaching learning can stimulated students’ motivation. 
Demonstration means an act of showing something by proofed or 
evidenced. Demonstration method, when properly selected and used, it is 
very effective. It is not universal method, however demonstration are most 
likely to be successful in teaching operative skills, in developing 
understandings, in show how to carry out new practice and in securing the 
acceptance of new and improved way to doing things. Demonstration 
method develops students’ understanding or makes them easier to 
understand how something is done. So students found it easy to write what 
they had seen, listened, and practiced. 
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